CHAPTER II

RELATION OF SOCIOLOGY TO COSMOLOGY 1

THIS is not a "chance world," but a world of law.
Both science and philosophy teach that every fact
and every phenomenon is indissolubly linked to every
other and that change is the result of some antecedent
change and the occasion of some subsequent change.
Any conceivable fact or thing may therefore be re-
garded as a term in a series which is infinite in
both directions. In science this is called the law
. of causation; in philosophy it is called the law of
the sufficient reason.

A feeble and imperfect recognition of this law
has led many minds to a very erroneous conclusion,
a conclusion which is, if possible, worse in its prac-
tical effect upon human thought and action than
would have been the belief in a purely chance
world. It has led to a false idea of the relation of
man to the universe. Indeed it is responsible for
the two false theories which have most retarded
the true progress of mankind, viz., optimism and
pessimism.

Man is correctly to be regarded as simply one

1 American Journal of Sociology, Vol. I., No. 2, Chicago, Sep-
tember, 1895, pp. 132-145.
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